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Abstract 
The study assessed the extent of implementation of entrepreneurship education 

in secondary schools in Bayelsa State, Nigeria. Two research questions guided 

the study. The study adopted a descriptive survey design. The population of the 

study comprised of all the teachers and students in the 191 public secondary 

schools in the State. A sample of 520 participants comprising of 120 teachers 

and 400 SS3 students was used in the study. A researcher designed instrument 

titled “Assessment of the Extent of Implementation of Entrepreneurship 

Education Questionnaire” (AEIEEQ) containing 25 items was used for data 

collection. Face and content validities were ensured by experts. The internal 

consistency reliability co-efficient of 0.75 was determined using Kudder-

Richardson formula (K-R21). Mean and standard deviation were used to 

answer the research questions and t-test statistics was used for the hypotheses. 

It was found among others that the extent of implementation was low. It was 

recommended among others that the required facilities should be provided for 

smooth implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools.  
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Education is one of the basic institutions established by society to meet its 

essential needs. The survival of any society depends on its ability to have a ready stock 

of human resources at all levels with the skills and capabilities to maintain all aspects of 

the societal education concerned with the preparation of the young ones so that they can 

serve societal needs as adults. For over a decade now, the issue of quality and functional 

education in Nigeria has dominated discussions at homes, offices and public places. 
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Nigeria as a nation is making strides towards industrialization, scientific, technological 

and entrepreneurship development. FRN (2014) recognizes education as an instrument 

“par excellence” for effective national development. 

Thus the National Policy on education specifies the goals of each level of 

education. Section 5 of this policy stated some of the goals of secondary education as 

providing trained manpower in the applied Science, Technology, Vocational and 

Technological, Entrepreneurship and grades to raise a generation of people that can 

think, respect the views of others, respect the dignity of labour, appreciate those values 

specified under our broad national goals as well as live as good citizens which can 

provide technical and vocational skills necessary for agriculture, industrial, commercial 

and economic development. 

However, to achieve these goals, secondary education students need to be taken 

through a learning process that will inculcate into them the ability and skills that prepare 

them for entrepreneurship which will enable them to put into use the knowledge acquire. 

Moreover, the Federal Republic of Nigeria through Nigerian Education Research and 

Development Council (NERDC) in May, 2008, published “The New Senior Secondary 

School Curriculum Structure which was implemented from September 2011. The new 

senior secondary Education Curriculum structure comprised of five compulsory core 

subjects that must be offered by all students viz: 

- English Language 

- General Mathematics 

- Compulsory Studies ICT 

- Civil Education 

- Trade/entrepreneurship subjects (FRN, 2014, 4). 

The introduction of the NSSC in the secondary school in Nigeria is an initiative 

which according to NERDC (2007) aims at ensuring that graduates from secondary 

Schools are, among other things professionally trained in entrepreneurship skills and 

possess relevant Information Communication Technology (ICT) skill that will equip 

them for challenges of labour market. Hence every student, irrespective of his or her 

field of study is expected to study 5 core subjects viz; English Language, General 

Mathematics, Civic Education, Computer Studies and 1 trade Entrepreneurship subject 

out of 33 which include: Auto body repair and spray painting; Auto electrical work; Auto 

Mechanical Work; Air condition/Refrigeration; Electrical installation and maintenance 

work; Radio, TV and Electrical Work; Block Laying; Brick Laying and Concrete Work; 

Painting and Decoration; Carpentry and Joinery; Upholstery; Garment Making; 

Cosmetology; Keyboarding; Leather Goods Manufacturing and repair; Animal 

Husbandry; Marketing; Tourism; GSM Maintenance and others. The aim is to ensure the 

attainment of the national policy objective of "preparation for useful living within the 

society" (National Policy on Education, 2014). It is meant for every Nigeria citizen to be 

equipped to break the facade of unemployment through the development of self as a 

precursor to a meaningful contribution to the development of the society of which he or 

she is part. But as Alabi (2014), observed that the most crucial aspect of curriculum 

practice is implementation as the actual hatching of the planned curriculum. Moreover 

Ulaka (2018) submitted that effective reform in education requires initiatives with strong 

local roots and the broad participation and vigorous implementation by all stakeholders 

including not only officials but students, parents, teachers and communities. Hence this 

study is undertaken to critically examine teachers and students perception on the extent 
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of implementation of the entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa 

State. The choice of Bayelsa State been one of the 36 states in Nigeria is precipitated by 

common understanding in Nigeria that the state is one of the educationally 

disadvantaged, with an alarming number of unemployment. Also, the State overtime has 

been described as civil servants state, which depends solely on neighboring states for 

supply of virtually everything. Bayelsa state has the smallest number of public schools in 

Nigeria with less than 300 primary schools and 191 secondary schools (BSME 2018).  

Mutodia (2014) defined teacher’s Perception as a belief which originates from 

past experiences comprising both cognitive and affective dimensions. Also, Burgess 

(2009) defined teachers’ perception as the way a teacher thinks about something and 

ones idea of what it is like. It is also the ability to understand the true nature of subjects, 

especially as it affects the environment. The phrase teachers/students Perception is 

broadly understood to include all visual, verbal representations, metaphorical images, 

associations, attitudes and feelings related to mathematics and its learning experiences.  

Ulaka (2018) investigated management of trade/entrepreneurship education in 

public senior secondary schools for smooth transition into world of works in Rivers State 

Nigeria. A descriptive survey design was adopted; four (4) research questions were 

formulated to guide the study. 243 principals formed the population of the study. 

Percentages, mean and standard deviation were used to answer research questions. It was 

found among others that only three (3) subjects out of the 35 trade subjects and lack of 

modern equipment, lack of human resources in their area of specialization, poor funding 

are some of the challenges confronting the implementation of entrepreneurship education 

for easy transition into the world of works. 

Arokogu and Leonard (2018) investigated the implementation of 

entrepreneurship education in secondary schools for self-reliance in the era of economic 

recession in Port Harcourt city. A descriptive survey design was adopted. Three (3) 

research questions guided the study. A sample of 55 chemistry teachers selected from the 

population was used. Instrument for data collection was a questionnaire. Frequency 

count, mean and standard deviation and t-test statistics were used to analyze the data 

collected. The result revealed that the level of implementation of entrepreneurship 

education was low due to a number of challenges such as; school timetable not adequate, 

class size, finance, non-inclusion of entrepreneurship skills in SSCE, wrong use of 

teaching method. 

Alabi (2014) examined the implementation of the new senior secondary school 

curriculum for the realization of the objective of entrepreneurship education in Ondo 

State. A descriptive survey design was adopted 108 and 590 teachers were sampled as 

respondents. The instrument for data collection was a questionnaire. Mean and standard 

deviation and t-test statistics was used to analyze the data. The result shows that there is 

a significant difference in the perception of teachers in the implementation of new senior 

secondary school curriculum between public and private senior secondary schools in 

Ondo State. 

The review shows that; there are many studies with authors making 

recommendations that the implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary 

schools was paramount to national development. However, there is scant evidence in the 

literature of studies on teachers’ and students perceptions regarding the implementation 

of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools. Moreover, as far as reviewed there 

have been no study on the teachers’ and students voice in terms of their opinions and 
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views on the implementation of entrepreneurship education. Because teachers are at the 

interface between educational policy and the learners for whom the policy is intended, 

and at such, their suggestions and opinions on us the issue must be considered in any 

education development initiative. 

 

Purpose of the Study 

The main purpose of this study is to assess the extent of implementation of the 

objectives of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State from the 

perception of teachers and students. Specifically; attention is focused on: 

i) The perception of teachers and students on the extent of implementation of 

entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State. 

ii) The perception of teachers and students on the challenges confronting the 

implementation of entrepreneurship in secondary schools in Bayelsa State. 

 

Research Questions 

The following research questions were formulated to guide the study; 

i) What is the perception of teachers and students on the extent of implementation 

of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State? 

ii) What is the perception of teachers and students on the challenges confronting the 

implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State? 

 

Research Hypotheses 

The following null hypotheses were formulated and tested at 0.05 level of significance. 

Ho1: There is no significant difference in the perception of teachers and students on the 

extent of implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa 

State. 

Ho2: There is no significant difference in the perception of teachers and students on the 

challenges confronting the implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary 

schools in Bayelsa State. 

 

Methodology 

This study adopted a descriptive survey research design. Descriptive survey 

research design, according to Lawrant (2018), is the one in which a group of people or 

item is studied by collecting analyzing data from only a few individuals or items 

considered to be representatives of the entire group. This design is appropriate for this 

study since information will be gathered from a sample of the population (SS3 students 

and teachers in Bayelsa), who are familiar with the ideas relating to the purpose of study 

with the aim of generalizing the results for the entire population. The population of the 

study consisted of 7854 teachers and 35,515 SS3 students in the 191 Government owned 

secondary schools located across the 8 educational zones of Bayelsa State. This choice of 

students was appropriate because they have learnt the trade subjects and written internal 

examination on the content for the past five years. Stratified random sampling techniques 

based on the three senatorial districts in the state, was used to sample 3 out of the 8 Local 

Government Areas. Simple random sampling was used to select three (3) schools from 

each of the local government areas, making it a total of nine (9) schools. All 120 teachers 

and the 300 Senior Secondary School 3 (SS3) students from the 9 schools formed the 

sample of the study. The instrument for data collection is a questionnaire developed by 
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the researchers, tagged; “Assessment Of The Extent Of Implementation Of 

Entrepreneurship Education Questionnaire” It consists of three (3) sections, namely; 

Section A, B and C. Section A measured the demographic variables of the respondents, 

Section B consist of a 12-item on the extent of implementation of entrepreneurship 

education in Senior Secondary School. Section C was  made  up  of  15-items  on  a  4-

point Likert scale of Strongly Agree =4, Agree =3, Disagree = 2 and Strongly Disagree = 

1 on the  challenges confronting the implementation of entrepreneurship education. The 

content and face validity of the instrument was done by one expert from measurement 

and evaluation and two others from Education management. Their corrections and 

suggestions resulted to the final draft used in the study. The instrument was trial tested 

using twenty (20) teachers and forty (40) SS3 students that did not participate in the 

research but possess the same characteristics of the population of interest. The reliability 

co-efficient of 0.75 was obtained using Kudder-Richardson 21 formula which was 

considered appropriate for this study. The researcher administered questionnaire to the 

respondents during class with the assistance of the form teachers. In all, 100% return rate 

was achieved. The data was analyzed using mean and standard deviation for the research 

questions and z-test at 0.05 level of significance to test the research hypotheses.  

 

Research Questions 

Research Question 1 

What is the perception of teachers and students on the extent of implementation of 

entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State? 

 

Table 2: Mean and Standard Deviation of Responses 
S/N Items Teachers (n = 120) Students (n = 400) 

 St.D1 Remarks  St.D2 Remarks 

1.  Students are exposed to regular 

workshop practice in school 

2.89 0.31 Agree 2.01 0.71 Disagree 

2.  Computer education is now a 

compulsory subject in my school 

2.77 0.67 Agree 2.99 0.61 Agree 

3.  The things taught will prepare students 

for future self-employment 

3.07 0.76 Agree 3.00 0.36 Agree 

4.  There are adequate qualified teachers to 

teach trade subject 

2.63 0.34 Agree 2.50 0.51 Agree 

5.  There are adequate instructive materials 

in my school 

2.41 0.31 Disagree 2.50 0.41 Agree 

6.  There are functional workshop for the 

different trade subjects 

2.04 0.73 Disagree 1.78 0.13 Disagree 

7.  Every student must offer one trade 

subject in the school 

3.45 0.43 Agree 3.67 0.77 Agree 

8.  There are relevant textbooks for the 

new subjects 

2.67 0.51 Agree 2.50 0.41 Agree 

9.  Teachers are properly motivated to be 

committed to effective implementation 

of entrepreneurship education 

2.14 0.34 Disagree 2.00 0.21 Disagree 

10.  The school infrastructure is adequate 

for proper teaching of the trade subjects 

2.16 0.44 Disagree 2.07 0.31 Disagree 

Source: Fieldwork (2020) 
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Table 2 revealed that the grand mean score for teachers on the extent of implementation 

of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State was 2.45, while that 

of students was 2.16. The decision rule in this study was pegged at 2.50 for acceptance. 

The grand mean score was below the criterion mean; hence, the extent of implementation 

was low as perceived by teachers and students. 

 

Research Question 2 

What is the perception of teachers and students on the challenges confronting the 

implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State? 

 

Table 3: Mean and Standard Deviation of Responses on the Challenges Confronting 

the Implementation of Entrepreneurship Education 

S/N Challenges Mean St.d Decision 

1.  High cost of resources facilities 3.20 0.98 Agreed 

2.  Inadequate supply of needed facilities 3.07 0.67 Agreed 

3.  Lack of human resource in their area of 

specialization 

2.98 0.78 Agreed 

4.  Poor funding 3.17 0.87 Agreed 

5.  Lack of maintenance culture for existing 

facilities 

2.97 0.69 Agreed 

6.  Obsolete facilities 3.07 0.88 Agreed 

7.  Lack of modern equipment 3.20 0.67 Agreed 

8.  Frequent breakdown of facilities due to overuse 2.98 0.78 Agreed 

9.  Lack of regular retraining program to update 

teachers knowledge for better performance 

3.46 0.34 Agreed 

10.  Poor working condition in schools that 

discourage skilled teachers to stay on the job 

3.56 0.67 Agreed 

11.  Lack of encouraging welfare packages 3.45 0.76 Agreed 

12.  Lack of space for installation of most centres 2.98 0.65 Disagreed 

13.  Attitude of students towards such skill as menial 

jobs 

3.65 0.45 Agreed 

14.  Lack of encouragement by government in 

sustaining the program through orientation 

2.89 0.67 Agreed 

15.  Political instability 3.01 0.71 Agreed 

Source: Field work (2020) 

 

Data on table 3 revealed that items with serial numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 

14 and 15 have their various mean values above the criterion mean value of 2.50 and 

were agreed by the respondents as the challenges confronting the implementation of 

trade/entrepreneurship subjects in public secondary schools in Bayelsa State. High cost 

of resources facilities, inadequate supply of needed facilities, lack of human resources in 

their area of specialization, poor funding, lack of maintenance culture for existing 

facilities, obsolete facilities, lack of modern equipment, frequent breakdown of facilities 

due to overuse, lack of regular retraining program to update teachers knowledge for 

better performance, poor working condition in schools that discourage skilled teachers to 

stay on the job, lack of encouraging welfare packages, attitude of students such skill as 
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menial jobs, lack of encouragement by government in sustaining the program through 

orientation and political instability. 

 

Research Hypothesis 

Hypothesis 1 

Ho1: There is no significant difference in the perception of teachers and students on the 

extent of implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa 

State. 

 

Table 4: t-test analysis on extent of implementation 

Categories N Mean St.D df tcal tcrit Decision 

Teachers 120 2.84 0.48 418 3.45 1.960 Reject Ho1 

Students 400 2.53 0.57 

Source: Field work (2020) 
 

The table above shows that the tcal value is 3.45 while the critical value (tcrit) at 318 df and 

0.05 level of significance is 1.960. Since the tcal is greater than the tcrit, then the null 

hypothesis is rejected. Therefore, there is a significant difference in the perceptions of 

teachers and students on extent of implementation of entrepreneurship education in 

secondary schools in Bayelsa State. 

 

Hypothesis 2 

Ho2: There is no significant difference in the perception of teachers and students on the 

challenges confronting the implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary 

schools in Bayelsa State. 

 

Table 5: t-test Analysis on Challenges Confronting Entrepreneurship Education 

Categories N mean St.d df tcal tcrit Decision 

Teachers 120 2.74 0.69 318 1.67 1.960 Accept 

Ho2 Students 400 3.24 0.75 

Source: Field work (2020) 

 

The table above shows that the tcal value is 2.41 while the critical value (tcrit) at 318 df and 

0.05 level of significance is 1.960. Since the tcal is greater than the tcrit, then the null 

hypothesis is not rejected. Therefore, there is no significant difference in the perception 

of teachers and students on the challenges confronting implementation of 

entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa State. 

 

Discussion of Findings 

The findings of this study revealed that variation exists on the perception of 

teachers and students on the extent of the implementation of the entrepreneurship 

education in Secondary Schools in Bayelsa State. The extent of implementation is 

perceived as significantly higher to teachers than it is to students in secondary schools. 

This position is in line with the submission by Ulaka(2018), Alabi(2014) who reported 

that the extent of implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools 

was low in Rivers and Ondo states respectively. 
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The study also revealed that no significant difference in the perception between 

teachers and students on the challenges confronting the implementation of 

entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in Bayelsa state. The challenges in the 

teaching of trade/entrepreneurship education are high cost of resources facilities, 

inadequate supply of needed facilities, lack of human resources in their area of 

specialization, poor funding, lack of maintenance culture for existing facilities, obsolete 

facilities, lack of modern equipment, frequent breakdown of facilities due to overuse, 

lack of regular retraining program to update teachers knowledge for better performance, 

poor working condition in schools that discourage skilled teachers to stay on the job, lack 

of encouraging welfare packages, attitude of students towards such skill as menial jobs, 

lack of encouragement b government in sustaining the program through orientation and 

political instability. This is directed in agreement with Ulaka (2018) who found that 

since the government directed the compulsory teaching of entrepreneurship studies, no 

special funds have been made available for the execution of this directive. In the same 

vein, Arokogu and Leonard (2018) stressed that agreement to this finding was Alabi 

(2014) who reported inadequate facilities as one of the challenges for the implementation 

of entrepreneurial education. 

 

Conclusion 

The study showed that the perception of teachers and students on the extent of 

implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools is low. This means 

that it has not been fully implemented due to number of challenges. The study also 

revealed that teachers and students have the same perception on the challenges 

confronting the implementation of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools in 

Bayelsa state. 

  

Recommendations 

1. Government at all levels should endeavor to provide fund for the implementation 

of entrepreneurship education and enforce that such funds are not diverted or embezzled. 

2. Educational planners should consider the issue of newness of the new subjects 

on the curriculum and the need for mass production of relevant textbooks for the use of 

teachers and students. 

3. Efforts should be made to give financial and managerial assistance to those 

entrepreneurs who may wish to establish their businesses after secondary education. 
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